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Gold Medalists
Return to PC
Lives Stitched
Together
by Ken Martin ’99
Asst. Sports Editor
Just over a month ago, eight­
year-old twins Danielle and Julie 
Ruggieri sat side-by-side in their 
Barrington, Rhode Island resi­
dence watching the US women’s 
hockey team defeat Canada for the 
Olympic gold medal.1'And as the 
final horn announced Team USA’s 
4-1 victory, the pair excitedly 
jumped around their living room 
in the name of their hockey heroes.
On Wednesday, the pair— 
adorned in Providence women’s 
hockey hats and t-shirts—again sat 
side-by-side, this time in the front 
row of ’64 Hall, as they anxiously 
awaited the arrival of two of those 
heroes—Providence’s own Laurie 
Baker ’99 and Sara DeCosta ’00.
“It was great” said the sisters, 
almost simultaneously in reference 
to the accomplishments of the 
Olympic squad. “We got up early 
to watch the (7am) game, and 
when they won we jumped around 
our living room. It was pretty ex­
citing,” said the twins, speaking 
one after another.
Baker and DeCosta, two of 
seven US Olympic team members 
who have connections to the Lady 
Friar hockey team, were honored 
yesterday by students, faculty and 
local community members in an 
hour-long award luncheon spon­
sored by the college.
“The dream our Olympians had 
was a dream that required hard 
work, effort, stamina, and the han­
dling of immense pressure,” said 
Providence College President and 
master of Wednesday’s ceremo­
nies, Rev. Philip A. Smith, O.P. 
“(Baker, DeCosta and other Olym­
pic members from PC) carried out 
their dream with courage, and 
made us proud that they had once 
worn the colors of black and 
white.”
Johnna Hall ’00 and Eileen 
O’Gara ’00 are two PC students 
included in that proud group men- 
tioned by Rev. Smith.
“It was incredible to have so 
many people from PC on the 
Olympic team, let alone a team that 
won the gold medal,” Hall said.
“What they did was great” 
O’Gara said. “It brought a lot of 
recognition to the college.”
Senior Maura Sichol, Provi­
dence College student body presi­
dent, compared the feeling on cam­
pus to that of PC basketball’s suc­
cess in 1997.
“After they won the gold, the 
feeling on campus was similar to 
the Friars’ run to the NCAA Elite 
Eight a year ago, but bigger be­
cause it was all the way over in 
Japan,” she said. “It is so exciting 
that they took home the gold. It 
gave Providence national recogni­
tion, and gave kids some role mod­
els that they wouldn’t have had 
otherwise.”
But students weren’t the only 
ones proud oi the Lady Friars’ 
golden feat.
Providence College’s Chair­
man of the Board of Trustees, Bill 
Whelan, believed that Baker’s and 
DeCosta’s achievement was one of 
the most sparkling chapters in the 
college’s 81-year history.
“In helping to win the gold 
medal, (Baker and DeCosta) gave 
us the most exciting event I can 
remember in my 45 years as a stu­
dent and alumnus at PC,” said 
Baker, who bestowed a proclama­
tion on behalf of the College to 
both Lady, friars. “They had a 
dream, they pursued it, and made 
it come true.”
And the realization of their 
dream could not have come at a 
better time.
With acts of vandalism by sev­
eral members of the US men’s 
hockey team and the use of mari­
juana by a Canadian snow boarder 
over the course of the two-week­
long Games, US women’s’ hockey, 
may have been the needed coun­
terbalance for a potentially tar­
nished Olympic spirit in Nagano. 
The US team also galvanized a 
sport that, until this year, had never 
been an official Olympic event.
“They made history for the 
sport,” Lady Friars’ associate head 
coach Sue Mussey said. “ 
Women’s hockey has grown rap­
idly of late, and that is due, in part, 
to the Olympic team winning the 
gold medal.”
Kerstin Matthews, a sopho­
more member of the Providence 
women’s hockey team who has 
played with both DeCosta and 
Baker, shared in her coach’s senti­
ments.
“They made an excellent show­
ing,” she said. “We all watched 
the final game as a team, and when 
the final whistle blew we were all 
cheering. It was awesome.”
So awesome, in fact, that when 
DeCosta and Baker were asked 
about winning gold, they both had 
trouble describing how they felt 
standing there on the podium, na­
tional anthem blaring about them, 
as their medals were placed around
See “A Hero’s Welcome”, 
page 2
by M.F. Stauff ’00
News Staff
Hanging from the walls of ’64 
Hall on Tuesday and Wednesday 
were names; such as Loren, 
George, and Carol. Their names 
were stitched onto the AIDS Me­
morial Quilt to commemorate 
World AIDS Day on December 1.
In an open presentation spon­
sored by the PC Organization of 
Student Social Workers (OSSW), 
the six panels of the Quilt were 
displayed for the college commu­
nity and were also open to the 
general public.
The quilt was begun in 1987 
and the addition of new panels is 
coordinated by the NAMES 
project. There are now 38 
NAMES Project chapters in the 
United States and 32 independent 
chapters around the world. The 
NAMES Project Foundation has 
raised almost $ 1.6 million for 
AIDS service organizations 
throughout North America. To­
day the Quilt contains 43,000 
thousand panels.
The panels were adorned with 
everything from a baker’s hat to 
photographs to a Spruce Street 
Singers jacket. Each Quilt panel 
pays tribute to a friend or family 
member who has died of AIDS.
One of the panels was dedi­
cated to Gaetan Dugas. The 
French Canadian who is thought 
to be “patient zero,” the original 
carrier of the disease.
On Tuesday evening OSSW 
presented a speaker to coincide 
with the display of the quilt. Jim 
Radford, of Family AIDS Center 
for Treatment and Support 
(FACTS) talked of his involve­
ment at the AIDS agency. He is 
active in a street outreach twice a 
week and works at Adam’s Clinic, 
providing care and testing for 
AIDS patients.
Radford then told of his life 
with AIDS. He told of receiving 
HIV from his partner. Then he 
explained all the medication he is 
on and the existing treatments he
See World AIDS Day, 
page 2
Welcome to PC!
1 hope you enjoy your visit here, and I hope it 
helps to bring you one step closer to that big 
decision you are about to make.
This is a sampling of some articles that appeared 
in The Cowl, PC’s student newspaper, over the 
past school year. It will give you an idea of what 
Providence College is all about.
Best of luck to you!
Gold medal winners Sara DeCosta ’(H) and Laurie Baker ’99 pose with 
Bill Whelan, Chairman of the Board of Trustees and 
Rev. Philip A. Smith, O.P. President of the College
-Erin R. King '98
Editor-In-Chief,
The Cowl
1935
1998 The Cowl
Lisa D
iFonzo '99
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Habitat For Humanity
by Julie Rand ‘99 
Advertising Staff
How many of you woke up 
from a folding cot at 7 a.m. every 
day of your spring break, to the 
funky morning-breath of strangers, 
with out a shower and with out the 
usual jolt from Dunkin’ Donuts, 
only to spend the day with a 
hammer, some nails, and a million 
shingles?
Well, I know 97 Providence 
College students who did exactly 
that! In fact, I was one of these 
brave people. Don’t worry. I am 
not looking to toot my own horn 
here; I just want everyone to know 
about this really great program that 
we have here on campus that does 
not use free pizza or a beer garden 
to lure you in. In case you are 
wondering what in the world I am 
talking about, its Habitat for 
Humanity’s Alternative Spring 
Break.
Almost 100 PC students gave 
up their spring break to work at 
seven different sites providing aid 
to families in different 
communities who are building low 
income housing. Students went to 
sites in Tennessee, South Carolina, 
West Virginia, North Carolina, and 
Virginia.
As stated in the PC chapter’s 
newsletter, “Habitat for Humanity 
is an international organization 
founded in 1976... non-profit 
Christian housing organization 
which unites people from all over 
the world to work together and 
fight homelessness and poverty.” 
For those of you who arc not 
familiar with how HFH’s 
Alternative Spring Break works, I 
want to enlighten you by sharing 
a little of my own experiences in 
South Carolina. For those of you 
who have been lucky enough to 
experience Alternative Spring 
Break, 1 want to remind you of 
how special you are for doing so.
On the Saturday morning that 
our spring break started I was 
really starting to get nervous. I did 
not think that I was ready to spend 
a whole week with a group of 
strangers in some little town in 
South Carolina that I had never 
even heard of. But those were just 
the last minute “Habitat Jitters” 
that I was having. Before I knew 
it, we had packed all our stuff into 
our big red van and were headed 
south on 95. By the time we 
reached the Connecticut border we 
were already best friends. O.K., 
well not exactly, but we were 
singing, laughing and joking. The 
road trip part of HFH’s Alternative 
Spring Break, in my opinion, is 
just as fun as the time you spend 
actually working on the house.
After 14 fun-filled hours on 
Interstate 95, we finally reached 
Marion, South Carolina. Basically, 
we stayed in a Presbyterian church 
with another group of students 
from Vanderbilt University. It was 
nice to have the opportunity to 
meet new people. Every single 
person that we met in Marion was 
so kind and generous. It was 
unbelievable. Every night a 
different church group made us 
dinner. I have never been to so 
many different churches in my life!
Also, while we worked on the 
houses, a whole new set of church 
groups would bring us bagged 
lunches, like the kind that your 
Mom made you a long time ago. 
We felt like we were back in 
middle school. I think they were 
all just trying to fatten us up! The 
dedicated volunteers were 
incredible people. They kept 
giving us free stuff: tee shirts, hats, 
and mugs. But the most important 
things that the Volunteers gave us 
were confidence and trust. They 
made us think that we could do 
anything. I have never met people 
more generous or sincere than 
those that I met during that week.
What did we do for fun, you 
ask? I did more fun things in that 
week than I have done in a long 
time. We were fortunate enough to 
go to some famous places like 
Myrtle Beach and Nascar Cafe. We 
also did foolish things like roller 
skating and candle pin bowling. 
Again, we felt like we were in 
middle school. This probably 
sounds corny to most of you. But 
it really was so much fun.
By now you must be confused 
because I have gone this far and 
haven’t really mentioned a house 
yet! That’s because I have been 
saving the best for last. When we 
arrived at the place that we were 
going to be working at for the week 
there were three different houses, 
each in a different phases of 
development. The first time I saw 
the houses I was very 
overwhelmed. I didn’t really 
believe that we were going to make 
a significant contribution, not 
enough to notice. I also thought 
that I probably wasn’t going to be 
very useful. Boy was I wrong! We 
had the perfect size group to get a 
lot done.
We ended up splitting up into 
smaller groups. Some of us dry­
walled inside one house while 
another group shingled the entire 
roof of another house, and the rest 
of us dug ditches for plumbing so 
that the foundation could be set 
down. By the last day of the week 
we had accomplished so much and 
it was very noticeable. The before 
and after pictures are incredible.
The sense of accomplishment 
and satisfaction that I felt when we 
drove away from the site on Friday 
was almost too powerful for 
words. The Homeowners were so 
grateful to us. Having the chance 
to work alongside them and get to 
Oh, by the way, if you ever talk to 
someone who went on HFH’s 
Alternative Spring Break they will 
tell you that their group was the 
best.
But don’t believe them. My group 
was the best!
World AIDS
Day ’97
Speaker, Panels Commemorate 
Day at PC
Continued From Page 1
endures in his battle with the dis­
ease.
He explained how a normal 
person has a T-Cell count between 
600 and 1200. The T-Cell count 
of an Aids is much lower. The 
government definition states that 
a T-Cell count below 200 results 
in a diagnosis of AIDS. Radford 
went on to say that while medica­
tions do exist to increase the T- 
Cell count, the damage to the im­
mune system is irreversible. As a 
consequence, the viral load goes 
up. There are also medications to 
lower the viral load in the blood; 
however virus’ can hide in other 
places such as the lymph nodes 
and spinal fluid. There is still a 
problem because viruses can 
adapt and “learn” to avoid the 
medicine.
Radford said the one false per­
ception which bothers him is how 
people wrongly think “now that 
there is a ‘cure’ it is OK to do 
She then explained earlier on 
Wednesday an elderly couple had 
come in who had lost a son to 
AIDS. Mattison explained how 
they just need to talk and have 
somebody willing to listen. She 
suggested they stitch a block for 
the Quilt in commemoration of 
him as well as it possibly having 
a very therapeutic effect on them. 
She explained by stitching a block 
it brings closure on the death of 
the loved one.
She offered the aid of the OSSW 
in their efforts to make a Quilt 
piece when they feel they are 
ready.
In the corner of ’64 Hall mem­
bers of OSSW were stitching a 
block to be submitted and hope­
fully added to the Quilt. It is dedi­
cated to AIDS victims in general 
and the theme is, “In Memory of 
Lives Stitched Together.”
“By having this Quilt on dis­
play it brings it [AIDS] closer to 
the people who deny it. It is a re­
ality check,” stated two of the 
stitchers, Michelle Pandolfi ’98
A Hero’s Welcome
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their necks.
“So many people have asked us 
that question,” Baker said. “I can’t 
explain it. There are a ton of emo­
tions that run through you. I was 
so happy that we won gold but, on 
the other hand, I was sad that it was 
all over,” she said.
“It is a self thing you have,” 
DeCosta said. “It is almost impos­
sible to describe. I know that we 
all got the chills because we finally 
did it after a long journey.”
After a 20-minute question- 
and-answer session with the gold 
medal laden DeCosta and Baker, 
the pair signed autographs for the 
over 300 people in attendance. The 
eight-year-old Ruggieri twins, who 
had been sitting quietly, rose and 
made their way to the front of the 
line. 
“This is pretty exciting for Julie 
and Danielle,” said the twins 
mother, Peggy, who is an account­
ing professor at PC. “(Baker and 
Decosta) are an inspiration.”
But not until the sisters got their 
heroes’ autographs—smiles from 
ears to ears—could you appreci­
ate how true Mom’s words really 
were.
Reprinted from the 
April 2, 1998 issue
things as before.”
“HIV is not a death sentence,” 
Radford went on. “However, at 
the same time the work in preven­
tion and a cure is by no means 
over.”
A mass was then held by Fr. 
Joseph J. Guido, O.P., for those 
who wished to remain after the 
speaker. The theme for his hom­
ily was not the Catholic edict of 
separation but rather a message of 
inclusion of all people into the 
community.
Dr. Marian Mattison, Assistant 
Professor in the Social Work De­
partment, worked with the OSSW 
to bring the Quilt to PC. She 
feels, “By having the Quilt here, 
it seems the most powerful mo­
tive is for people to come and be 
aware The goal is not to have 
hordes of people here but to pro­
vide emotional support for those 
who have had dealings with 
AIDS.” 
and Meagan Gaine ’98.
“It is not a disease of isola­
tion,” explained Cynthia A. 
Jacobson, R.N., Health and 
Wellness Educator. “It is impor­
tant to have awareness because the 
danger is real and present. These 
[Panels] are not statistics, these 
are human beings who are loved 
and had their lives cut short.”
Mattison felt there was one 
problem however. This is the 
third year the Quilt has been to PC 
and this year’s draw is the lowest 
it has ever been. She attributes 
this to less “foot-traffic” in Slavin. 
She feels less students came this 
year because there is nothing to 
bring them to Slavin.
“If we want to bring the pat­
terns back we would think about 
having them somewhere else. A 
place where it would catch 
people’s interest.”
Reprinted from the 
December 4,1997 issue
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Summer In The City
by Jessica Cotrone ’99
Asst. News Editor
Numerous internships are 
available to the Providence Col­
lege community, one which is 
unique and special is offered 
through the Feinstein Institute for 
Public Service. Any student inter­
ested will be able to become a 
counselor at St. Rita’s Summer 
Day Camp in the South Bronx for 
children ages 5-14.
The internship was begun by 
Rebecca Dunphey ’97 who 
worked closely with sister of the 
Missionaries of Charity during the 
summer of 1995 in Calcutta, In­
dia. While working with Mother 
Teresa and the other sisters 
Dunphey learned of the summer 
camp they supervised int he South 
Bronx. When she returned to PC 
she began the internship program, 
now in its third year.
The first students to work at the 
camp were Rebecca Jerome ’97 
and Stacey Pultorack ’97 during 
the summer of 1996. Last year 
Sarah Lightbown ’99, Jen Herox 
’99 and Scott Kmack ’00, all 
involved in the Feinstein Institute 
for Public Service, ventured to 
New York for a summer devoted 
to these children.
Upon arrival the students 
quickly adjusted to life in their new 
home. Lightbown and Herox were 
councelors while Kmack worked 
as a lifeguard.
A typical day began with the 
children arriving at 9:00 am to eat 
breakfast. At 9:30 am all the 
campers would gather around and 
sing. “That was my favorite part 
of the day,” exclaimed Lightbown. 
Songs like “Rise and Shine” and 
“This Little Light of Mine” were 
performed and Sarah added that 
the 5 and 6 year old boys she was 
in charge of, “sang the loudest and 
the best of all the campers.”
Activities were planned for the 
children throughout the day. Arts 
and crafts, reading and cooking 
such treats as Rice Krispies Treats 
were among the campers favorite 
activities. Since there was no pool 
at the camp swimming trips were 
taken to Jones Beach and people’s 
homes in Connecticut and New Jer­
sey.
Lightbown discussed the need 
for people to go to the South Bronx 
because of the role that the camp 
plays in many of these children’s 
lives. Most of their parents work, 
and the kids are left alone with no 
parental supervision.
“One of the things I got out of 
this experience is a better under­
standing of the people of the South 
Bronx,” explained Lightbown.
“The kids are no different than 
the children in Providence,” she 
added. “Sure, they see things that 
are horrible, but they are still chil­
dren no matter where they live.”
There is a stigma attached to 
places which society deems dan­
gerous, such as the South Bronx. 
Kmack explained that, “It [the 
South Bronx] was a place where I 
was out of my element and should 
have felt uncomfortable but I never 
felt more welcome.”
Although there is a high crime 
rate in that area none of the stu­
dents felt threatened. “It was a bad 
area but you knew what situations 
to avoid. I never felt threatened in 
any way,” Lightbown added.
“If anyone wants to have a life 
changing experience that chal­
lenges their beliefs and value sys­
tems I strongly encourage them to 
apply,” Kmack added.
An information session will be 
held on Wednesday, April 1 at 7:30 
pm in the Feinstein Function 
Room, fourth floor. Applications 
will be available at this time along 
with answers to any questions stu­
dents may have.
Reprinted from the
April 2, 1998 issue
Dr. King Remembered At Vigil
by Susan James ’00
News Staff
Entering Aquinas Chapel on 
any given day is like entering a 
sanctuary of peace and love. 
People who bear grudges against 
one another will sit quietly and 
respectively in worship. It is al­
most like leaving the “real world” 
behind and entering a small room 
of pure tranquillity, if only for a 
short while.
On Thursday, January 29, from 
7-9 p.m., the atmosphere was just 
as peaceful, yet the quality of the 
air was different - a bit more ac­
tive, perhaps, a bit more excitable. 
Diana Cruz, the director for the 
Martin Luther King Scholarship 
Program, and many of the students 
directly involved were recipients 
MLK Scholarship.
The service opened with sev­
eral speeches on the importance of 
Dr. King and his legacy of hope 
and equality. Among those who 
spoke were Rev Philip A. Smith, 
O.P., President of the College; Dr. 
Wilesse Comissiong, Dean of the 
Balfour Center, and Diana Cruz.
The Invocation was spoken by 
the Reverend Albino Barrera, O.P., 
Director of the Cunningham 
Southeast Asian Scholarship Pro­
gram, and alumnist Eddie Searight
The first four students who 
spoke shred their personal reflec­
tions on what Dr. King and his 
message meant to them. Follow­
ing the speeches, the famous “I 
Have a Dream” speech was spo­
ken by Paul Carrol ’99, and there 
was a duet sung by Michelle Cruz 
’00 and Douglas Ramsey ’01.
Each of the student reflections 
were unique, yet all carried the 
same overlying message: Hope. 
Peace. Equality. Action.
Sarah Doyle ’00 was inspired 
by the courage of Ruby Bridges, 
the little six-year old who was the 
first to desegregate the New Or­
leans elementary school system. 
Doyle remarked on the intensity of 
the situation and the bravery of 
Ruby.
“To think that so much anger 
and hatred could surface because 
of a tiny little girl....,” she re­
marked, leaving her listeners to 
imagine such an unfair situation. 
“But,” she added, “Ruby perse­
vered.”
Oscar Mayorga’s ’01 speech 
carried a much different angle. For 
him, Dr. King was a hero, a per­
son whose actions signified the 
beginning of civil rights for every­
body.
“He was a guiding light for 
change, peaceful change,” said 
Mayorgas. “Martin Luther King 
had the courage and initiative to 
make a difference.”.
Earnest Mulbah ’98 reminded 
his audience that the people of to­
day have the responsibility of car­
rying out and continuing Dr. 
King’s dream. He also spoke of 
the principals of Quansa, a non 
religious holiday which celebrates 
the 7 principals of African life, and 
involves virtues such as coopera­
tion and faith. By utilizing these 
principals Mulbah believes we can
See “ Vigil”, page 4
“May each day 
bring us a little 
closer to fully 
recognizing his 
dream”
It was the annual Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Candlelight Vigil and Me­
morial Service.
The Vigil was sponsored by the 
Martin Luther King Scholarship 
Program and the Balfour Center 
for Multicultural Affairs. The 
chief organizer of the event was
served as the master of ceremo­
nies. After the initial speeches, the 
vigil was then turned over to the 
students, who utilized their writ­
ing, artistic abilities, and voices to 
hold the attention of the over 70 
students, faculty, and administra­
tion in attendance.
The Cowl 4 News April 19,1998
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PSP 101 travels to Tennessee to donate service during immersion trip
by Carrie Spiros ’00
News Staff
Seventeen hours, eleven states, 
and many McDonald’s later; PSP 
101 Alternative Spring Break class 
found themselves immersed in 
“The Volunteer State”- Tennessee. 
The trip is an integral part of the 
introductory course to the 
Feinstein Public Service/Commu- 
nity Studies major. Twenty stu­
dents and staff excitedly gave up 
their Spring Break to take part in 
an immersion/service trip to a 
tucked away part of Tennessee 
called Clairfield.
Getting to Clairfield was an 
experience in itself. Even though 
the class meets twice a week, there 
were enormous amounts of time 
spent outside of the classroom col­
lecting food donations, providing 
educational materials to read about 
the area, and fundraising.
Having an Alternative Spring 
Break (ASB) made the class very 
unique. Dana Farrell, Service 
Learning Coordinator in the 
Feinstein Institute, said of her ex­
perience with on the trip, “With 
this particular ASB, it forces us to 
deal with the notion of service with 
so little distraction. You have to 
grapple with questions of impact 
on the community, commitment 
and relationships.”
In Clairfield, students did ser­
vice in the area workings on vari­
ous projects. They performed such 
tasks as tearing down an old 
schoolhouse, clearing brush, 
cleaning transitional housing, and 
even doing a little farming. As 
much as the students may have 
helped through the work they did, 
it was the community in which the 
students were immersed that pro­
vided made the week special.
Leslie Tremberth ’00explains “I 
never felt like I was serving any­
one. Despite their limited finan­
cial means, they gave freely of 
their resources to us. “
Tremberth went on to say, “ We 
provided physical labor and a will­
ingness to learn, and they gave us 
insight into their way of life, which 
differs greatly from that to which 
many of us are accustomed.”
The class also went on tours of 
a strip mines, which are a modern­
ized way of extracting coal out of 
the land. Though the area happens 
to be one of the richest in natural 
resources, it remains among the 
poorest in terms of the standard of 
living. Some students also attended 
a Baptist revival mass and observed 
the depth of the faith in people of 
the area.
What would John McBrine ’01 
want the PC community to know 
about the people of Clairfield, TN? 
“The people of Clairfield gave un­
forgettable faces, distinctive per­
sonalities, and fascinating life sto­
Photo above is from the Public Service Habitat for Humanity 
TRIP, WHILE THE PHOTO TO THE LEFT IS FROM JULIE RAND’s TRIP 
(SEE ARTICLE, PAGE 2)
ries to a group of people which 
we too often label and write off 
as simply ‘rural, poor, and unedu­
cated’ .”
Dr. Hugh Lena, one of the in­
structional team members, 
seemed extremely pleased with 
the class.
He stated, “I never cease to be 
amazed by the capacity of PC stu­
dents to rise to a challenge. Our 
trip to the southern Appalachian 
mountains was an enormous risk 
for many in the class, but the qual­
ity of our work with the people 
of Clairfield, Tennessee and the 
relationships we developed there 
were remarkable.”
For all of the members on this 
ASB trip, it will be an experience 
that will not soon be forgotten.
Vigil Reminds Community of King’s Message
-Continued From Page 3-
all strive for racial equality and 
harmony.
For Keishia Benjamin ’99, the 
memory of the great civil rights 
leader symbolizes the chance to 
make the best of her education, 
as it is in his name that her schol­
arship was granted. She spoke of 
being thankful to Dr. King, God, 
her parents, and the school for al­
lowing her the opportunity of go­
ing to college.
Following these speeches was 
the dramatic re-telling of the “I 
Have a Dream” speech, spoken 
by Paul Carrol ’99. Both the 
words and voice resonated in the 
small chapel and echoed in the 
ears of the listeners with phrases 
such as, “we are refusing to be­
lieve that there are ‘insufficient 
funds’ in the bank of justice.” The 
message of the speech penetrated 
deep into the minds and hearts of 
the ardent listeners.
According to Dean 
Comissiong, in the past profes­
sional speakers were hired each 
year. But the exceptional quality 
of the student speakers has led to 
the event becoming a predomi­
nantly student organized event.
Following the speeches, a duet 
entitled “Shed a Little Light,” was 
sung a cappella by Michelle Cruz 
’00 and Douglas Ramsey ’01. A 
few lines into the song, Ramsey 
and Cruz began to clap out the 
rhythm, and pretty soon the entire 
congregation was doing the same.
Needless to say, all were enjoy­
ing themselves. Two other songs 
were sung, this time with the con­
gregation and the organ playing of 
Dr. Robert Hamilton. At the re­
ception which followed, a paint­
ing by Candice Webster ’00 and 
an original poem by Tia Carroll ’01 
(magnified to poster size) was dis­
played.
Martin Luther King was a cou­
rageous and peace loving man 
whose life, “epitomizes what it 
means to be a Civil Rights lead,” 
to use the words of Earnest 
Mulbah. The vigil held last Thurs­
day reflected only the smallest por­
tion of how his legacy has affected 
all people from different back­
grounds. His life and dream af­
fect every person who has learned 
about him in one way or another. 
May each day bring us a little 
closer to fully recognizing his 
dream.
Reprinted from the 
February 5, 1998 issue
Many PC students took part in the Vigil, bringing Dr. King’s words 
to the Community.
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Picasso & Einstein- Together at Last!
By Eric Cutler '98
Asst. A&E Editor
Continuing its incredible 
Broadway series, the Providence 
Performing Arts Center is present­
ing Picasso at the Lapin Agile, a 
comedy written by Steve Martin 
and starring comedian Paul 
Provenza. Martin, known for such 
classic films as The Lonely Guy, 
The Jerk, and Roxanne delivers a 
story of two great minds of the 
twentieth century, Pablo Picasso 
and Albert Einstein, before they 
achieved greatness.
I had the opportunity to talk to 
Paul Provenza (he called ME, 
folks!) about the show and the part 
that he plays (Picasso). Paul 
graduated from the University of 
Pennsylvania with the first Theatre 
Arts degree in the history of the 
school. After college, he went to 
London to study with the Royal 
Academy of Dramatic Arts. From 
there he became an accomplished 
comedian and actor, appearing in 
numerous films and television se­
ries. He replaced Rob Morrow as 
Cicely, Alaska’s doctor on the hit 
Northern Exposure. He also had 
a regular role on the NBC sitcom, 
Empty Nest. You may have also 
seen him on his own comedy spe­
cial for Showtime called The In­
credible Man-Boy or his talk 
show, Comics Only, on Comedy 
Central, which ran for 165 epi­
sodes and was nominated for two 
Cable Ace Awards.
Picasso at the Lapin Agile tells 
the story of Pablo Picasso and 
Albert Einstein- before anything 
happened. Set in 1904, a year be­
fore Einstein’s Theory of Relativ­
ity, the play is essentially about 
two young guys who want to 
change the world, but do not know 
how to. “It’s about the human be­
ings before the legends,” is how 
Paul Provenza put it. “They are 
two lusty young guys sitting in a 
bar and hitting on girls.”
Many people are hesitant to see 
this show because they think the 
humor is going to be very sophis­
ticated or heavy. Others think that, 
since it was written by Steve Mar­
tin, the show is going to be goofy. 
Both are wrong, according to 
Provenza. “It has its funny, play­
ful moments. It has something for 
everyone.” Don’t take Paul’s word 
for it, though. See it for yourself.
"Harvey” On The Blackfriars Stage
By Michael Sablone '98
Arts & Entertainment Editor
Ladies and Gentlemen, I would 
like to introduce you to the next 
installment of an amazingly 
confusing, self-gratifying, preview 
article for a Blackfriars Theatre 
production. Yes, that’s right, from 
the author of PC’s Macbeth: All 
Hell Breaks Loose, New 
‘Traditions’, Chain Saws, Orgies 
and Chase Scenes” comes Harvey, 
or ‘is that a pooka in your pants?” 
Harvey. Question and Answer 
time.
Question #1: Why do I know 
that name?
Answer #1: Because your 
aunt’s dog’s name is Harvey. Or 
you have been schooled in 
memorizing all of the Pulitzer 
Prize winners of the last 40 years. 
Or you saw the movie starring 
Jimmy Stewart.
Question #2: What’s this play 
about?
Answer #2: A quirky man, 
Elwood P. Dowd (Brendan 
Lefebvre ‘01) sees a big white 
rabbit, Harvey, six and a half feet 
tall. His social climbing sister, 
Veta Louise Simmons (Erin Joy 
Schmidt ‘00) tries to commit him. 
A cab driver comes in. Wackiness 
Ensues.
Question #3: Does this rabbit 
come on stage?
Answer #3: No. He did once, 
but it didn’t work. Use your 
imagination people.
Question #4: Back to the actors. 
Anybody else we know in it?
Answer #4: Well, there’s the 
slow, stuffed shirted Judge Omar 
Gaffney (Eric Cutler ‘98). The 
wacky cowboy lovin’ daughter of 
Veta, Miss Myrtle May Simmons 
(Megan T. Kelly ‘01). The Fresca 
drinkin’, method actin’ Dr. 
William Chumley (Justin Langin 
‘01). The loopy bunny hop 
dancing wife of Dr. Chumley, Mrs. 
Chumley (Amanda Blake Davis 
‘98). The Betty Boop, 
Ovidinspiring Nurse Ruth (Ruthie) 
Kelly (Kerri Leonard ‘00). The 
very tall, prone to jumping to 
illogical conclusions Dr. Lyman 
Sanderson (Drew Royals ‘01). 
The straight from the thirties, foxy 
wearin’ radio actress Miss Ethyl 
Chauvenet (Sarah McCarthy ‘98). 
The cigar chomping, Cary Grant 
like orderly Dwane Wilson (Matt 
Duchnowski ‘01). Plus the all 
black wearin, stuffy nose, 
nighttime sniffling cold . . . 
Whoops, off track... Radio sound 
effects assistant/Maid Miss 
Johnson (Jessica Tabak ‘01). The 
velvet laced smooth talking only 
in alliteration Radio Announcer 
(Pat Degnan *01). And the 
aforementioned stereotypical self­
proclaimed “Uber-Immigrant” / 
Sound Effects Man Extraordinare 
(Mike Sablone ‘98).
Question #5: Any particular 
reason for naming everyone in the
Sarah McCarthy '98 as Mrs. Chauvenet in Harvey
Photo by Bruce Bishop
cast? One or two would have 
done. I don’t know some of those 
people anyway.
Answer #5: Oh you do to. The 
only people that read these are the 
cast members and Mike’s parents. 
Plus these theatre people are liable 
to get sensitive if they don’t get 
mentioned.
Question #6: Oh. So, what’s 
the theme for this play? Anything 
unusual?
Answer #6: Glad you asked. As 
if you couldn’t tell from the cast 
of characters, Harvey is under the 
direction of Mary Farrell. 
Together with set designer Vince 
Sansalone and costume designer 
Fran, Harvey has a radio show 
atmosphere to it. The idea 
hammers home the imaginary 
versus the real themes the play 
develops. Neat, huh?
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Ghost Hunters "The Brits"
By Dave Lifrieri ‘99
Arts & Entertainment Staff
On Monday night 64' Hall was 
visited by two beings: Ed and 
Lorraine Warren. The Warrens are 
self proclaimed ghost hunters who 
work out of Connecticut. They 
have lectured at many Universities 
and Colleges. Their lecture con­
sists of a spirit slide show and first 
hand ghost testimony by the dy­
namic duo. The Warrens added a 
video section to this years pro­
gram. The audience witnessed its 
spookiness first.
The video had a distinctly “low- 
fi” feel which raised a few ques­
tions in my mind: If they are try­
ing to document ghosts, shouldn’t 
they have the best possible equip­
ment? I would imagine that col­
lege lecture tours and research 
grants can be quite lucrative...The 
opening shots of old grave stones 
shot with a shaky hand at off-kil­
ter angles and cheesy blood effects 
over macabre images while a fa­
miliar gothic chorus (was that the 
Dracula soundtrack?) serenaded 
us, left me puzzled. Why were 
they trying to scare us and more 
importantly, why were they fail­
ing miserably? Why did they need 
to sensationalize something they 
believe as truth?
The next section of the video 
consisted of taped segments of 
“Sightings” and a fox video hosted 
by John Davidson, of “Hollywood 
Squares” fame. These segments 
were shown to prove a story told 
by Lorraine Warren of a case of 
licantropy, or of a werewolf. This 
case was from... you guessed it, 
London. “Aooooooo!” and was 
deemed by the Warrens to be a case 
of devil possession. The videos 
just re explained the story, and 
added scary shots from the 
“werewolf’s point of view. The 
video also featured testimony of 
London police officers. Their tes­
"Harvey" Hops On Stage
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
Question?: Soundsit. Did you 
get my pun?
Answer #7: Yes. Noted. 
Although not very amused.
Question #8: Why not?
Answer #8: Because it’s late 
and I want to go to sleep. Any 
more questions.
Question #9: Yeah sour-puss. 
Where can I get tickets?
Answer #9: Didn’t see that one 
coming. Call the Blackfriars 
Theatre box office, which is open 
Monday through Friday 1-5, at 
865-2218. Or stop by the Harkins 
Rotunda one hour before 
showtime.
Question #10: Hey genius, did 
you notice that you didn’t say 
when it runs?
Answer #10: I think we can 
all answer that without much 
Like what you see here?
Interested in joining The Cowl? Stay tuned 
for information on joining 
when you get here in the fall!
timony described a man with su­
per human powers. Testimony 
from others although interesting, 
is the weakest source of knowl­
edge. Did these men get paid for 
their words? Even if they were 
telling the truth, there are many 
other plausible explanations before 
we deem this man to be possessed 
by the great evil one. The human 
body is capable of many things 
which seem super human. The 
hormone adrenaline, for example, 
can give a person seemingly super­
human strength. Further, the still 
pictures from the exorcism of this 
English man showed no claws, 
fangs, pointed ears, or for that 
matter hair. Why didn’t they bring 
a video camera? Why didn’t the 
police officers take even a snap­
shot of this werewolf, for evidence 
purposes? This had all the mak­
ings of a hoax. We were shown 
no hard evidence of the existence 
of werewolves.
The slide section of the pro­
gram was just as shifty. The pic­
tures of supposed ghost globules 
could be attributed to a dirty lens. 
The free standing Ghostly projec­
tions could have been manufac­
tured by double exposing the film. 
Using a slow shutter speed can also 
give blurred images, that one could 
mistake as ghosts.
Ed Warren asked the audience 
if they wanted to see a ghost. He 
described the scene that followed 
as a forest of arms. - already knew 
it- They thrive on people who 
want to believe. Their pictures of 
ghosts even if they were true phe­
nomena had to be looked into to 
“see” the image. Try this simple 
exercise: stair at the dots on any 
ceiling and try to see an image, one 
will materialize and the demateri­
alize before your eyes. Are these 
Ghosts? no. The power of the hu­
man imagination is very strong. 
People who want to believe in 
ghosts will see ghosts; where an­
thought. It runs February 20-23, 
with performances at 8 pm, except 
Sunday the 22nd, which is a 
matinee staring at 2pm.
Question #11: Is it worth 
seeing?
Answer #11: Of course it is. 
Ticket sales have been going 
quickly, so call soon, otherwise 
you’re out of luck.
Question #12: I think I’m out 
of questions.
Answer #12: Yeah, I could tell 
so. Your last question wasn’t a 
question.
Question #13: But I am an 
ACTOR! I need to know more 
about ACTING!
Answer #13: Neither was that. 
I get the feeling you’re flying by 
the seat of your pants.
Question #14:Buddy, you don’t 
know the half.
Answer #14: Well, I’ve 
endured enough humiliation for 
other person would see a blur of 
white. People want to believe in a 
lie. They want to be scared. The 
Warrens made this obvious obser­
vation and have made a living off 
of it.
The “scariest” moment in the 
presentation was when Ed de­
scribed a scene we are all familiar 
with: You are laying in bed asleep 
and you wake up to realize that you 
cannot move and feel cold. The 
Warrens attribute this “paralyza­
tion to a ghost pulling psychic en­
ergy from you in order to materi­
alize. Biology attributes this to 
the muscle atrophy that occurs 
when a person sleeps. (I learned 
that in Neuroscience, Mrs. 
Rinaldini, senior year of high 
school.)
The crowd was set up to believe 
that it must be a ghost. Ed Warren 
was tapping into deep fears of hu­
mans and giving them they answer 
that we most want to hear, Ghosts 
exist. These answers aren’t the 
most scientific or objective. For 
example the pictures of these spir­
its were validated by other paran­
ormal organizations some of which 
Ed and Lorraine were apart of. If 
they honestly believed in these 
things why wouldn’t they have an 
objective researcher investigate 
these phenomena?
I believe that these things hap­
pen. Close friends and relatives 
of mine have had very graphic ex­
periences of the paranormal. I be­
lieve them. I don’t know if these 
things are ghosts or psychic pro­
jections or whatever, but I believe 
the stories. I hoped that the War­
rens could have answered my 
questions with some hard evi­
dence, but all I got was more sto­
ries with shaky evidence sur­
rounded by spooky circumstances 
and told by two people who know 
the fears of its audience and played 
off them to gain credibility.
one week. Whaddayasay wecallz 
it quits and head over to Bessie’s 
Barn Dance, or Biondies Chicken 
Inn?
Question #15: Great. You bring 
the pooka.
Answer #15: What’s a pooka?
Question #16: Hey, I’ll ask the 
questions here buddy.
Answer #16:Silly rabbit.
Trix Rabbit: Hey that’s 
copyright infringement!
Dave Nevers: Yeah, I used the 
wacky question/answer format, 
like two weeks ago!
Pat Canole: And I did last year! 
Ryan Sullivan and Greg 
Mareks: Mike, you stole this from 
the Voice our senior year!
Mike: Yeah, but what are you 
going to do. No really, what are 
you going to do?
Cutler: That’s my line.
All: Har-vey/
Lights fade. Cue music.
by Venessa Anderson *99
Arts & Entertainment Staff
There is a phenomenon 
that occurs in the magical 
United Kingdoms 
approximately once a year. 
If you can imagine the MTV 
music awards, only with 
more drunk people, louder, 
and classier, than you are 
thinking of “The Brits.” The 
Brit’s Music Award is an 
intriguing English social , 
event. By studying it, one 
can come to a full 
understanding of British 
society.
Last night, I was in the 
full blown stages of 
procrastination. I 
could find no cure. My only 
chance of survival was to 
make myself as comfortable 
as possible until the sickness 
blew over. Therefore, I got 
a bag of crisps (English 
chips) and a pint of soda and 
sat myself in front of the tele.
Now, before I can 
continue with this story, 
there are a few premises that 
must be established. In 
England, there are only 5 
channels on public 
television, and these should 
not even be considered 
public television, since in 
order to watch a television 
in one’s house, one must 
obtain a license which goes 
for about 96 pounds...that’s 
about 170 American dollars. 
That is a lot of money, 
especially for a stupid 
American who, (god help 
her!) thought that TV waves 
were free. Needless to say, 
I haven’t exactly paid for my 
license yet, and every time I 
turn the television on, I am 
' in a state of paranoia, just 
waiting for the minute when 
the TV police will knock on 
my door and take me to TV 
prison. ( I wonder if they 
have TV’s in TV prison...)
So anyway, I turn on the 
tele and I actually here 
decent music coming from 
the speaker. What?' Could 
this be true? Decent music? 
As the picture starts to clear, 
the stage of an award 
ceremony emerges. People 
are dressed up in tuxedos 
and ball gowns in the 
audience. Forty-year old 
adults are closest to the 
stage, but the screams of 
teeny-boppers can be heard 
in the background. “This is 
strange I think.” It’s not 
quite the Grammy’s, but not 
quite MTV.
I sit down and watch for 
a few minutes to cure my 
curiosity, as well as my 
procrastination. To my 
further surprise, I see Robbie 
Williams and Tom Jones on 
the same stage, performing 
a medley of Full Monty 
tunes. “Not bad,” I think, 
only because The Full 
Monty is one of my favorite 
movies (and should win best 
picture, I might add). I am 
just waiting, however, for 
some drunk girl to throw her 
underpants on stage. This 
did not happen; instead, (I 
think it was) a mature 
woman threw her knickers. 
“Only in England,” I think.
“The Brits” proceeded 
rather delightfully. The 
Spice Girls did not 
monopolize the evening with 
their sluddy rendition of 
music. All Saints won quite 
a few awards for their efforts, 
as well as the Verve. I don’t 
know if the Verve has crossed 
the Atlantic yet, (Editors note: 
they have. They are the 
“Bittersweet Symphony” 
band. You might have heard 
of them.) but if you get a 
chance, their album is 
definitely worth checking out. 
The best part of the show, 
however, was the life-time 
achievement award.
Again, I feel compelled to 
give some background 
information. Like the 
television waves in the UK, 
the radio waves are also 
monopolized by national 
radio stations. The good thing 
about this is that you don’t 
have to pay a radio tax, but 
you can get five stations with 
no commercials. The bad part 
is that they monopolize the 
radio waves making it 
difficult to find a decent radio 
station. Many of the radio 
stations go by the 
programming concept. Every 
hour there is a different show, 
which is nice, but if you are 
in the mood to hear some 
classic rock, you are out of 
luck. Ironically, in the land 
that made some of, if not, the 
best classic rock and roll, like 
The Stones, Pink Floyd, The 
Beatles, The Who...etc., this 
music is almost all but banned 
from the radio waves. I have 
asked hundreds of Brits why, 
and the only reason they can 
give me is, “Nobody would 
listen to it.” Who would have 
thought!
I have been in England for 
about 4 and a half months 
now and 1 have been craving 
some good classic rock and 
roll for, oh!, about 4 months. 
I have CD’s to play, but they 
get old. What I would do for 
103.7! So, last night while 
I’m munching away, I hear 
that Fleetwood Mac won the 
lifetime award. “Thank 
God!” is all I can think. 
“Some good old rock and 
roll.”
“The Brits” was closed 
with two classic songs 
performed by Fleetwood 
Mac. It was sweet. But 
something even better 
happened. When they were 
done singing, Stevie Nicks 
came to the microphone, and 
ended the evening with a 
“Good night everyone1 
Thanks for having us!” in her 
good old American accent. 
This statement epitomizes the 
effect that Americans have on 
British pop culture.
The British are so uptight 
about America’s popular 
influences on them. It’s rather 
ridiculous. The British 1 I 
resentment that American, 
“low art” can have so much 
influence over their society. 
They are so caught up in this 
idea, that they feel they need 
to have a separate music and 
film award shows, which just 
turn out to be farces when 
compared to the Academy 
Awards and the Grammys. I 
can’t help but feel proud that 
Stevie Nicks got the last word 
that night, but at the same 
time, it kind of makes me sad. 
The English are not what they 
used to be.
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Out... WinterSports
By Cory R. McGann ’98 
Sports Staff '
Athletic Director John 
Marinatto today (4/2/98).named 
Tim Welsh as the new men’s 
head basketball coach replacing 
departed coach Pete Gillen. The 
press conference, held at noon 
in ’64 Hall, was attended by 
Coach Welsh, who flew into 
Providence this morning.
Coach Welsh was formerly 
the coach of the Iona Gaels, a 
member of the Metro Atlantic 
Athletic Conference, and led 
them to a 27-5 overall record 
(15-3 in league play) and an 
NCAA Tournament birth this 
past season.
In an exclusive interview 
with The Cowl, Mr. Marinatto 
said that Coach Welsh “is 
pumped. He has always wanted 
to coach in the Big East.” -
Coach Welsh was an assistant 
coach at Syracuse University 
from 1987-1990. In that time the 
Orangemen went 82-21 and 
reached the Elite Eight in the 
1989 NCAA Tournament.
This announcement is fol­
lowing on the heels of Gillen’s 
hasty departure. Gillen spoke 
with The Cowl early Tuesday 
morning, and reflected on his 
time at Providence. “I really 
enjoyed my four years at Provi­
dence College,” he said. “I met 
some wonderful people who I 
will remember and respect. 
They were tremendous assets 
and a help to our basketball pro­
gram.”
The announcement came as 
a “complete shock” to Mr. 
Marinatto, who had been in­
formed by Gillen a week earlier 
that he had no plans of leaving 
Providence.
“I asked Pete (Gillen) on 
Thursday (two weeks ago) if he 
would be interested in the Vir­
ginia job and he told me he 
wasn’t for three reasons,” he 
said. “First, that Virginia was 
under NCAA investigation and 
possibly wouldn’t be able to par­
ticipate in any post-season tourna­
ments. Second, that Virginia 
wouldn’t be able to win for another 
two years with the players they 
currently have, especially in the, 
ACC. And third, that he didn’t 
want to pull his two children, 
Brendan and Shannon out of 
school,” he said.
However, when Gillen left on 
the following Tuesday for the Fi­
nal Four in San Antonio, Texas, the 
rumor mill began to churn.
“On Thursday, I started to get 
phone calls from San Antonio 
about Pete leaving for Virginia,” 
Marinatto said. “By late Thursday 
night, the rumors had escalated. 
On Friday at 2:00pm, Paul Kenyon 
(a sports reporter for the Provi­
dence Journal Bulletin) stopped by 
my office, wondering about Gillen 
leaving. By this time, the rumor 
mill was absolutely on fire that 
Gillen was going. But I was sure 
nothing was going on, because of 
what Pete told me,” he said.
Mr. Marinatto, despite trying to 
ignore the rumors that were circu­
lating, was trying to get a hold of 
his coach.
“I called him twice on Thurs­
day, six times on Friday, but he 
never returned my calls,” 
Marinatto said. “But he never re­
turns his calls anyway, not even his 
wife’s. He once told me that when 
he is out on the road recruiting, he 
can think about nothing else except 
recruiting. So I wasn’t concerned 
that he wasn’t returning my phone 
calls.”
Finally, on Friday night, Mr. 
Marinatto finally received a call 
from the AWOL Gillen.
“At 8:20pm that night Pete 
called me and said ‘John, I just 
took the Virginia job.’”
It has been reported by the As­
sociated Press that Gillen signed a 
seven-year deal with UVA, and it 
has also been reported that the to­
tal compensation package will ex­
ceed $500,000 a year. The deal 
matches the existing deal Gillen 
had with Providence. Gillen will 
take with him his three assistants, 
Bobby Gonzalez, Tom Herrion, 
and Mike Malone. However, 
only two of them will be assis­
tants. One of the requirements 
of his contract at Virginia is that 
he have at least one black assis­
tant coach. Therefore, one of his 
current coaches will have to take 
some other position on the staff.
“Change is sometimes 
good,” Gillen said. “I am look­
ing forward to a new challenge 
at Virginia.”
When asked if any recruits or 
current players are planning to 
follow him to Virginia via trans­
fer, Gillen pleaded ignorance.
“No players, to my knowl­
edge, are planning on transfer­
ring now that I am leaving. Nor 
are any recruits,” he said. “I will 
not go after any recruits that are 
signed with Providence. How­
ever, if they come to me and tell 
me they will definitely not be 
coming to Providence now, I 
will talk with them.
“Providence will have a 
good team next year,” Gillen 
continued.
While the Athletic Depart­
ment was shocked and stunned 
by Gillen’s decision, they 
moved quickly to begin the 
search for the next Providence 
College head basketball coach.
“On Saturday and Sunday I 
did research, and on Monday, 
Tim Welch visited the campus,” 
Marinatto said. “He met with 
Father Smith and Father Keegan 
and they loved him. We then 
went to Schneider Arena and 
talked basketball philosophy for 
three hours.”
The deal was finally inked 
Wednesday night, and Provi­
dence got themselves one of the 
hottest young coaches in 
America. Welsh has only been 
a head coach for three years, but 
has amassed a 75-26 record and 
sent the Gaels of Iona to the 
NCAA Tournament after a thir­
teen year drought.
Reprinted from the 4/2/98 
issue
BY KEN MARTIN ‘99
ASST. SPORTS EDITOR &
RYAN DONAGHY ‘99
SPORTS STAFF
At first glance, it looked as 
though it might be one of those 
days for Vernice Roberts—a de­
layed flight leaving his home in 
San Francisco and a two-hour lay 
over in Cincinnati due to heavy 
snow was how he spent his 
Wednesday afternoon. And, if that 
wasn’t enough, it looked like he 
wasn’t going to make his 
daughter’s basketball game, the 
reason he embarked on the 3,000- 
mile journey in the first place.
But as Roberts strolled into 
Alumni Hall with just minutes re­
maining in Wednesday night’s 84- 
75 come-from-behind Lady Friar’s 
victory over Boston College—pro­
pelled by daughter Monika’s ca­
reer-high performance—he knew 
his day was looking up.
The 6-foot-2-inch freshman 
from Pittsburg, California scored 
17 of her career-high 21 points in 
the second half on 8 of 14 shoot­
ing, and sunk 4 of 5 free throws in 
the last 3:48 to propel Providence 
to it’s second Big East victory in 
four days.
PC is now 10-10 overall and 6- 
6 in the Big East. Boston College 
moves to 7-6 in conference and 12- 
9, overall.
“This was a good win for us 
after losing to them our first time,” 
said Roberts, referring to BC’s 94- 
73 victory over the Friars in Bos­
ton on January 8th. “We are so 
tired of that giving up attitude. We 
wanted to go all out; try to keep a 
positive atmosphere.”
And they did.
Despite being down 12 points 
with 14:02 remaining, the Friars 
went on a 19-6 run that culminated 
with a Roberts put back off a Julie 
Wheeler miss to give PC a one- 
point lead, 59-58, with 6:40 to 
play.
“I concentrated more on re­
bounds tonight (Wednesday),” said 
Roberts, who combined with 
freshmen Dani Trippany and Jen 
Gombotz for 20 of Providence’s 48 
rebounds, 15 better than BC’s 33. 
“I enjoy rebounding and I’m try­
ing to get more consistent with it. 
I just wanted to make a contribu­
tion to the team .”
She wasn’t the only one.
With 1:16 to go PC’s Mandy 
Saunders sunk both ends of a one- 
and-one for two of her 20 points, 
ten of which came from the foul 
line, and put the friars up 76-71. 
PC shot 25-27 from the charity 
stripe, including 21 of 23 in the 
second half. Junior Kerri Sullivan 
and Trippany each had 10 points 
and Gombotz, who was 3-4 from 
the line, added 13 points. Sopho­
more Meghan Hinds added two of 
her eight points with :03 remain­
ing to close out the nine-point vic­
tory.
“This is the best game I have 
been involved in since I came to 
Providence,” said Friar head coach 
Jim Jabir, who has led PC to a 23- 
24 record since coming from 
Marquette in May of 1996 “1
haven’t felt this good since I got 
here. It was a great game. We 
played how we want to play—hard 
but loose—and showed a lot of 
poise. It was my most satisfying 
win at PC.”
It was a sweet finale in more 
ways than one for the 1997-98 
Lady Friar track team. This past 
weekend at Indianapolis, two PC 
harriers competed among the 
nation’s top runners in the NCAA 
5,000 meter championships.
Senior Marie McMahon fin­
ished second (16:11), 17 seconds 
shy of the leader and favorite Amy 
Skiresz of Arizona. Despite an ill­
ness that plagued her earlier on in 
the week, head coach Ray Treacy 
was still very pleased with her ef­
forts.
“Marie needed to be at 100% 
to win that race. But she was only 
at 95%. It was a great accomplish­
ment that she held on to second 
place.”
McMahon’s performance 
earned her a 10th All-American 
honor, tying her with U.S. Olym­
pian and former PC teammate 
Amy Rudolph.
Following behind McMahon 
and turning in yet another superb 
performance was junior Sarah 
Dupre. Dupre finished third with 
a time of 16:19. According to 
Treacy, the two proved that they 
are able to turn in highly competi­
tive performances against the best 
in the country.
“With the great performances 
that Marie and Sarah turned in, we 
showed just how strong we are in 
the middle distance area.”
Throughout the season, three 
Friars became synonymous with 
turning in one great performance 
after another. Along with Dupre 
and McMahon, the name Maria 
McCambridge has also dominated 
the headlines.
However, McCambridge suf­
fered a pulled muscle at the ECAC 
championships last week. The 
question was then posted as to 
whether or not she would run in 
the spot which she so rightfully 
deserved based on her previous 
successes and nationally qualify­
ing times. She was a contender for 
her race, but if she were to run she 
may injure herself further and pos­
sibly affect next season. Coach 
Treacy was encouraging her not to 
run, taking the consequences into 
consideration.
McCambridge was driven. She 
was determined to give it a shot, 
despite the advice of her coach.
“Perhaps she figured if she 
were to step on the line, she might 
be able to block out the pain for 
the duration of the race. This just 
proves what a great competitor she 
is, facing a tough experience like 
that. But this way, she doesn’t look 
back on the situation and ask her­
self ‘what if?’ because she gave it 
her all. She turned in a great per­
formance, even though she didn’t 
run,” said Treacy.
McCambridge couldn’t even 
stretch her legs; it was not until the 
bitter end that she realized that her 
body was about to betray her. She 
pulled out of the race.
“She is a great athlete who can 
bounce back from anything. Hope­
fully this injury won’t hurt her out­
door season because she has the 
ability to be the best in the coun­
try,” he said.
Indeed it was a great finale to 
the women’s track season. Some 
people only judge a team’s success 
based on the scores. However, 
When one goes beyond the that 
they realize that a true champion 
faces head-on the ups and downs 
that the sport dishes out and still 
comes out on top.
Gillen
erin r. king '98
Sports
Gold Rush
The Impossible
Dream...Part II
By Frank Mills ‘98
Asst. Sports Editor
It seems ever since the 1980 
“Miracle on Ice,” American 
hockey players have been fasci­
nated with chasing Olympic gold. 
For most women hockey players, 
however, that dream has been un­
attainable.
Until now.
This winter’s Olympics in Ja­
pan will mark the first time ever 
that women’s hockey is an official 
. event..
The U.S. National team is made 
up of our nation’s best hockey tal­
ent. Much of that talent is home 
grown, with nine former Provi­
dence College players in the line­
up. It’s safe to say that PC is one 
of the premier women’s hockey 
programs in the nation.
“I think we definitely have the 
best program in the country,” 
commented Lady Friar’s Head 
Coach Jackie Barto. “If you look 
at the program from the view of 
longevity, we’re without a doubt 
the best. All of our championships 
and honors, our great players... 
there’s a great sense of tradition 
here.”
Wednesday night offered a 
homecoming for the nine, as the 
current edition of thje Friars 
hosted Team USA for an exhibi­
tion. National Team captain 
Cammi Granato and teammates 
Stephanie O’Sullivan, Kelly 
O’Leary, Alana Blahoski, Chris 
Bailey, Lisa Brown-Miller, Vicki 
Movsessian, Laurie Baker, and 
Sara DeCosta all returned to a fa­
miliar Schneider Arena to face the 
old team in an exhibition match.
“It’s great to be home,” smiled 
Baker, “I love playing in this rink; 
it’s my favorite. It felt good to 
walk into the building today and 
to remember all the good times I 
had here.”
Baker shined for Providence 
the last two years, establishing 
herself as one of the top players 
in the ECAC. In her first year, the 
Lady Friars lost to UNH in double 
overtime of the ECAC finals, end­
ing their bid for another champi­
onship title. Last year the Lady 
Friars were robbed in the ECAC 
semi-finals against the hated Wild­
cats.
“I really thought we had a great 
team last year, I thought we could 
pull it off,” said Baker. “That’s 
the thing at PC, we always have 
contending teams. The school has 
such a great tradition when it 
comes to hockey... I guess that’s 
what drew me here in the first 
place.”
Baker referred to making the 
Olympic team as a “dream come 
true. It’s something I’ve always 
dreamed of. It’s just such a thrill 
to put that uniform on.”
One of Baker’s teammates last 
year was a heavily recruited fresh­
man goaltender from Warwick, R.I. 
named Sara DeCosta. From her 
opening game, DeCosta showed 
the poise and incredible talent that 
would make her an Olympian. 
Coach Barto called her play “domi­
nant” last season and she was far 
from wrong. In several games 
DeCosta made the seemingly im­
possible a reality as she displayed 
her athletic goaltending style and 
unbreakable concentration to all 
the ECAC.
“At PC there’s a sense of pride 
that you carry with you wherever 
you go,” reflected DeCosta after 
Wednesday night’s game. “ When 
you put on that jersey, you really 
get a sense of the program’s tradi­
tion. At practice, in games, the 
coaches make you give 110%.”
DeCosta made the Olympic 
team this Summer after only a 
year’s experience in ECAC 
hockey. The truth is, DeCosta could 
have played right of high school. 
Despite all the talent she showed 
early, DeCosta credits her year at 
PC as fundamental in her develop­
ment.
“I learned a lot about the finer 
points of my game,” she said. “I 
was able to correct mistakes and 
really perfect my style. I also got 
to see the different offenses that 
teams threw at me.”
No player has gotten more ex­
posure in the world of women’s 
hockey than Cammi Granato, a 
1993 PC grad. The sister of the San 
Jose Shark’s Tony Granato, Cammi 
earned ECAC Player of the Year 
honors in each of her last three 
years at PC. Granato is the Lady 
Friars’ all-time scorer and was an 
instrumental part of two ECAC 
Championship teams.
“Cammi was a dominant offen­
sive player,” commented Coach 
Barto. “She was just unbelievable- 
she had so much natural talent. She 
meant so much to this program. I 
think she grew as a player here, 
both on and off the ice.”
“It feels awesome to come 
back,” beamed Granato. “It really 
feels like home here. At PC, I 
learned what dedication means. It 
really challenged me to be a better 
player. Being on the ice every day 
and playing a full season required 
a serious commitment. They 
worked us hard here, but it made 
us stronger.”
Granato is a six-time member 
of the U.S. National team and is its 
all-time leading scorer. She is with­
out a doubt the game’s most popu­
lar player. She is seen on posters 
with NHL players and even has her 
own line of equipment.
“She’s definitely gotten the 
most focus of all of our players,” 
commented Coach Barto. “It 
doesn’t surprise me at all, she has 
a great personality and is a phe­
nomenal player.”
A teammate of Granato’s for 
two seasons was Stephanie 
O’Sullivan, a smooth skating for­
ward who was named ECAC 
Player of the Year in 1995. This 
year is O’Sullivan’s fourth tour 
with Team USA. O’Sullivan was 
a huge part of the continued suc­
cess of the women’s hockey pro­
gram at PC. She seemed excited 
to be back where it all started;
“It was weird coming in here 
today and sitting in the visitor’s 
bench. I’ve been looking forward 
to this for a while. Just seeing some 
of the familiar places on campus 
today brought back all those 
memories.
“It’s just such a great program 
here,” O’Sullivan continued. “We 
had such great coaches and great 
players. Coach Barto always chal­
lenged us, she wouldn’t take it 
easy on us. Discipline was the 
key-it’s what I was taught here... 
it made me a better player.”
Coach Barto will go down in 
PC athletic history as one of the 
school’s finest athletes in her own 
right. Barto captained the ice- 
hockey, field hockey, and softball 
teams while at Providence. She 
was instrumental in the school’s 
first ever ECAC Championship, 
won by women’s ice hockey in 
1984.
When asked if Barto wished 
she had the opportunity to play in 
the Olympics she grinned and 
looked up for a moment.
“Absolutely, without a doubt. 
They talked about having a team 
in ’84 and then in ’88 but it never 
worked out. For a long time it was 
all I wanted to do. I dreamed of 
playing in the ’88 Olympics and 
representing my country.”
When asked what her goal was 
this season, O’Sullivan answered, 
“Nothing less than a gold medal 
at the 1998 Olympic Games.” 
It seems player and coach, any 
every other player have all had the 
same dream.
When I was a kid, I used to 
pretend I was Mike Eruzione, fly­
ing down the wing, stick-handling 
my way through a crowd of Rus­
sian defenders, accepting the 
chants of “USA!, USA!, USA!” 
as I buried the puck in the wind- 
worn twine. I knew he was my 
hero when I saw him receive his 
gold medal, the national anthem 
playing behind him, an ear-to-ear 
grin on his face incapable of hid­
ing his joy.
After this Winter, a little girl 
somewhere will have the same 
dream I had, only she will be 
Cammi Granato, or Laurie Baker, 
or Stephanie O’Sullivan. She is the 
little girl in today’s player -ho 
was told she wasn’t strong enough, 
fast enough, or tough enough to 
play with boys. She is the player 
who has hung up her skates, still 
dreaming of what could have been 
and what might be.
The gold medal winning USA 
Woman’s Olympic Team has at­
tracted a lot of attention since it 
became the first women’s team to 
win a gold medal in Olympic com­
petition in Feruary. may have 
seen some of the players on David 
Letterman, CBS This Morning, 
and num< ous national newspa­
pers. '
Seven of the players from that 
squad have Providence College 
connections, as either students or 
graduates. The Providence pro­
gram is one of the best in the coun­
try and is getting recognition for 
fostering so many Olympians. A 
person who has been associated 
with women’s hockey at Provi­
dence College since the early 80’s 
is current Head Coach Jackie 
Barto. Barto led the Lady Friars 
to their first ever ECAC title her 
senior year, 1984. Barto has been 
the Head Coach of the Lady Fri­
ars for the past four years after a 
six-year tenure as an assistant.
Cowl Assistant Sports Editor, 
Frank Mills, got a chance to sit 
down and talk with Coach Barto 
this week, discussing her feelings 
about the Olympics and the Provi­
dence players played there.
COWL:What were your first 
impressions when you saw the 
games on TV, seeing the players 
that you’ve coached and skated 
with?
BARTO: It was great to see the 
PC kids play such a huge role in all 
the games and to know that they 
came out of our program and were 
part of Providence College’s 
hockey tradition. It was exciting to 
see players that I’ve played with 
and coached finally getting their 
chance in the Olympics.
COWL: Your probably one of 
the biggest boosters for the program 
here at PC, coming up as a player 
and eventually taking over the 
coaching responsibilities. The pro­
gram is definitely one of the best 
in the country. How important was 
it for PC td get some international 
recognition?
BARTO: Very important. I think 
they mentioned on CBS that we had 
seven Olympians on the team and 
that we were the most represented 
college at the Olympics. It’s going 
to help our program in a number of 
ways—the exposure was good and 
it’s going to help our recruiting. 
Kids are going to see Providence 
as a place they’d like to go to play 
hockey. We’ve been one of the top 
teams in the country since the early 
80’s and it was nice for us to finally 
get our due. The exposure was great 
and I’m glad that people got a 
chance to see what a great program 
we have here.
COWL: It seems that everyone 
has been talking about the National 
Team since they won the gold 
medal. How much of a boost do 
think this is going to be for 
women’s hockey in general?,
BARTO: It’ll be a great help. 
Like in 1980 in Lake Placid, a lot 
of kids got into hockey because of 
that. Some of the girls who are on 
the team now became involved in 
hockey been.; ,that they saw 
in 1980. Now younger girls have
women as role models. Cammi 
Granato is a role model, the girls 
that were part of the Olympic 
Team are role models. Young kids 
can associate with that, I think it’s 
going to take off. I think your go­
ing to see a big boom in the next 
10 years as far as the number of 
colleges starting hockey pro­
grams.
COWL:The two games be­
tween the US and Canada were 
very different. The first game in 
the pre-lims was very physical; 
there were a lot of penalties,but 
the gold medal game was a very 
fast, finesse game. Which of the 
two games do you feel better rep­
resents the college (ECAC) game?
BARTO: The skill level at the 
Olympics is much different. The 
first game was very physical—I 
think there were 48 minutes in 
penalties; it seemed like the box 
was full the whole game. I think 
our league is definitely a finesse 
league but not at the talent caliber 
of the Olympics. The second 
game was very fast and the execu­
tion was perfect- it was a great 
game to watch.
COWL: We saw the two most 
recent PC players on the team, 
Laurie Baker and Sara DeCosta, 
as gold medalists. What do you 
think it takes for a player to move 
from the college level to the Na­
tional Team level?
BARTO: Obviously, the first 
thing a player needs is skill and 
ability. They have to have the 
drive to compete and to train year 
round and to take their ability to 
tlie next level. You definitely have 
to be committed to get to that 
level. I think we have some girls 
on the team now that have the 
ability, and you might see them 
down the road in the 2002 Games.
COWL:With Sara (DeCosta) 
coming back next year, how is it 
going to feel having a gold medal 
winner in the nets?
BARTO: It will be great. I 
think getting her talent back will 
be great because she’s an excep­
tional goaltender - it will really 
jump start us defensively. It will 
be great to have her experience 
from this year brought back here 
to the kids in our dressing room - 
that level of intensity, that level 
of competitiveness. Plus, she’s a 
great kid and it will be great to 
have her back.
COWL:When you were 
watching the games, did you ever 
have a bittersweet feeling because 
the Olympics came after you hung 
up your skates?
■
BARTO: You always think 
about ‘what if the opportunity had 
come se ven or eight years earlier, ’ 
but you can’t dwell on that. You 
have to focus on the positive. It’s 
just great to have been a part of 
some of these players’ careers, in 
any aspect, as a player or coach, 
and to know that they were a part 
of the PC program. To see a 
woman hockey player up on the 
medal podium.
